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Thanks to Honda for considering our plish community development goals. Goals
county as a location for their new Honda like the newly established 122 acre Towne
plant, Van Wert is in the site selection sp@enter, a commercial/retail development,
light. We were thrilled to have been con-and the Van Wert Innovation Center, a
sidered for this unique opportunity, and small business incubator.
remain confident and enthusiastic that we
have what it takes to attract a company witan Wert has a long history of supportin
similar world-class characteristics. the arts through our successful community
concert series, arts center, and civic theatre.
As a finalist in Honda’s well publicized We will soon be opening the Niswonger
location decision, Van Wert County is nowerforming Arts Center, a $9 million state-
officially “on the map” as an attractive lo- of-the-art regional cultural facility.
cation for companies and site selection con-
sultants searching for viable sites. StrateBducation and health care services are
location and excellent labor force aside, thenong the best anywhere. Our primary
Van Wert area is a strong contender for school systems have new facilities or are in
several other important reasons. the process of upgrading, we have a top
rate career center and have a strong rela-
We are home to a solid, diversified manutionship with several post-secondary pro
facturing base including small to mediumgrams who offer customized on-site train-
sized manufacturers that are rapidly growing. We have an excellent health care sys-
ing, including KAM Manufacturing and tem through the Van Wert County Hospital,
Braun. The service sector is also strong.which completed several millions of dollars
Central Insurance Companies celebratedof renovations in recent years.
130 years in Van Wert this May with an
outstanding history of leadership in the A solid partnership has been establishe
community and in the industry. over many years between the City, County
and other governmental, civic and business
There exists a strong collaboration of pubdiatities who will continue to work together
and private organizations that work suc- to successfully “Welcome Home” the next
cessfully, actively and in tandem to accomnvorld-class company to Van Wert County.

Rankings Show Ohio to be Great Location for Busines ODOD Deputy Dir. Keith Conroy

Ohio ranked 1st in the Midwest, 2nd in nation W88 new or expanded facilities
In industry, Ohio is also ranked...
2nd in the production of cars and truck, 2nd in#haf automotive suppliers, 1st in the pr
duction of steel products, 1st in the plastic argber industry by employment, 3rd in in
manufacturing, 5th in the nation tort liability iex}, 7th largest exporting
Technology rankings show Ohio...
1st with the most “best hospitals” (US News & WbReport), 600 companies with biosg
ence focus headquartered or have a major presei@eio, 2nd in total research funding fpr

materials engineering, 5th in specialty chemicateagch, 7th in Small Business Innovatign
Research grants, 2nd of top 10 nationally recoghpmdymer programs
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The Van Wert Business Innovation Center
is more than a traditional business incuba-
tor, it also serves as a training site to en-
courage entrepreneurship, particularly in
specific technology and agricultural value-
added sectors. Just last week, a newly
formed Technology Council met at the Inno-
vation Center to define their mission:

1. To identify and build on existing tech-
nology strengths in the Van Wert area.

2. To leverage capital resources to seed
startup or expanding tech-businesses.

The Technology Council is comprised of
owners of businesses in three targeted ar-
eas that correspond with Ohio’s technology
development model. Five technology op-
portunities were researched and reported
by Batelle in a recent report to the ODOD,
“The Business of Innovation”. Three are

being pursued in the Van Wert area, in-
clude Information Technology, Agbio-
science and Advanced Manufacturing.

The Technology Council will build on the
three platforms to establish the Van Wert
area as a regional center for entrepreneur-
ship and innovation. The Van Wert Innova-
tion Center will play a central role in the
development of the Technology Council by
marshalling resources to assist with tech
transfer, commercialization and financing.

The Technology Council is planning its’ first
workshop, open to the public, on Septem-
ber 26 from 7-9 p.m. at the Innovation Cen-
ter. The workshop will be conducted by
the OSU Office of Technology Licensing
and will address taking an invention from
idea stage to patenting to commercializa-
tion and beyond. Call 238-2999 for info.

The Annual Economic Development Advisoryyears with both Main Street Van Wert and
Dinner is a great opportunity to update the co@vB. Kim Elick of Braun Industries, was pre-

munity and stakeholders on economic develogented with the gavel by outgoing President, Jon

ment activities
over the past yeal
in Van Wert
County. This
year’s report is
very positive (see
BR&E Findings).

The annual dinne
also presents an
opportunity to
award an out-

Bill Purmort accepts award for
Central Insurance Companies,
2006 Enterprise of the Year.

standing business and volunteer who have comith over 25 years
tributed an enormous amount of time and effoekperience , he hg
to the success andbeen involved in

sustainability of

the Year Award.

Louie Ehmer, Volunteer of Year

ple of a commu-

the area economy.industry. He
This year, Central credited his grow-
Insurance Compa-ing up in a small town as part of the reason for
nies was selected his success. He is a another great example of
as recipient of the the caliber of talent “grown” here.

2006 Enterprise of

Rhoades. She will be serving as President of
the ED Advisory Group for 2007.

The highlight of this year’s annual dinner was
keynote speaker, Tom Keltner, a home grown
success story who provided a fascinating, be-
hind-the-scenes look at the hospitality industry.
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all aspects of the

VW Success Story, Tom Keltner.

Another reason to be proud is the strong part-

The company is annership that has been developed between the
outstanding exam- many stakeholders and partners involved in

economic development. This year, the Mayors

nity leadership in economic development. Vobf Lima and Celina attended the dinner to fur-

unteer of the Year, Louie Ehmer was recog-

ther solidify our alliance as a region. The din-

nized for his work in efforts that span over 10 ner theme “Working Together” says it all.



