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In March, Site Selection Magazine rankeddvanced Biological Marketing expande
Van Wert County among the top 100 Mi- last year, building a 7,000 sqg. ft. building
cropolitan areas in the country for developn site at their Bonnewitz location. A logn

ment of new and expanding companies. was received through ODOD for almost
Top projects that accounted for this prize®1M to construct the building and purchase
designation included Central Insurance equipment. The more than $1.2M project

Companies and Braun Industries, which will add four positions and create 8 high
| " had major expansion projects in 2006-20Q@aying jobs within the first three years.
Many other projects have also contributed

to the designation and will create several Central Insurance Companies broke ground
hundred new jobs in Van Wert County. in March, 2005 on a major expansion that is
very close to completion. The $50+M exX
The latest announcement came on May J#ansion project included renovation of e
from Golden Heritage Foods (GHF), whoisting space and construction of over
will invest $4M, including $2.1M in new $150,000 sq. ft. new space. The project
machinery and equipment. The expansionill accommodate 25 years of projected
of their facility (formerly Kennedy Kit) on growth including at least 200 new jobs.

"HS H% Bonnewitz will create 20 full time jobs ang
& "% retain 41 existing jobs. GHF purchased
0 % *+ building in 2006, then upgraded the facili
, to food grade status through the FDA. T 3 — g

year, they applied for financial assistance_
through the ODOD to assist in adding on
32,000 sq. ft. Their plans are to move

#o* * Another project, Window Creations, built {awithin 9 months of the November, 2002 tornado.

) +* new building this past year on Hwy. 224 | They have since doubled in size from 120 to 240

" near the Van Wert/Putnam County line, employegs, and are very close to meeting their gpal

L . : of producing one million Ibs. of product per week
resulting in the creation of 8 new jobs. This

+ #)*+1 long standing and well respected stained As mentioned earlier, Braun Industries also

"y glass company moved from their previougxpanded, adding 30,000 sqg. ft. to their ex-

) x4 location in Scott to the new, 12,000 sq. ftisting 70,000, and adding at least 50 new

facility on 7 acres in Jackson Township. jobs this past year. Braun has grown tre

. # mendously since their move to Van Wert in

’ / ! Kennedy Kuhn was another big project. May, 2000, more than doubling their work-

They built a new 27,000 sq. ft. facility on force from 90 to 185 jobs today.
24 acres just west of Van Wert City on

&) 4 0 Hwy. 224 and Liberty Union Rd. They Several other companies have grown, add-

2 - - moved from their location on 127 in Marcmg jobs and/or space, including Cooper

5 2 &) 2007. The $2.25M project will create 8-1Cooked Meats (see insert) and Plastics Re-

- 678 jobs and add a showroom area, while ex-cycling Technologies who began product

panding the capacity in parts and servicetion in June, 2006, adding 40 new jobs.
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The National Association of Industrial and

Office Properties is a great source of infor-
mation for economic developers. The web
site, www.naiop.org, includes economic
outlook publications, webinars, legislative
and industry news and information on in-
dustry events and meetings.

A recent publication, “The Flow of Money”,
is an especially interesting analysis of the
impact of “primary” industries on local
economies. According to the publication,
primary industries, such as manufacturing,
farming and transportation, are those that

import money into the local economy. Typi- -

cally, they are the businesses that sell
goods or services outside the local econ-
omy. This imports money to the local area.
After the money is imported, it enters the
area’s “bucket of wealth” where it is
churned and mixed, going from person to
person, business to business, after which it
is consumed and leaves the local economy.

A majority of the businesses and jobs in an
area are dependent upon the success and
growth of a small number of businesses
that contribute or import the wealth to the
local economy. The publication suggests
that for communities to be competitive in
economic development, either causing ex-
isting companies to expand or recruiting
new companies, the following are the most
important elements:

Existing buildings

Approved and improved industrial prop-
erty for either office or manufacturing.
Tax structure that recognizes the im-
portance of contributory businesses.
Cooperative attitude within the commu-

nity which fosters cost maintenance or
cost reduction for companies.

As Van Wert County’s economy continues
to strengthen, an expected outcome will
also be growth in population.

The annual Economic Development dinner
sponsored by Citizens National Bank, Cen-
tral Insurance Companies, and the Van
Wert County Hospital, will be held on
Wednesday, June 27th at Willow Bend
Country Club. The public is encouraged to
attend this annual function.

Our theme is “Working Together” which
focuses on collaboration between commu-
nity and business leaders who share a mis-
sion of promoting Van Wert as an excellent
place to live, work and do business. The
function serves as a vehicle to update the
community on economic development ac-
tivities. In addition, there will be reports this
year from the County Airport and County
OSU Extension. Awards will be presented
to the “Business of the Year” and
“Volunteer of the Year” to recognize out-
standing economic development efforts.

The Keynote Speaker this year is Doug
Loudenslager, chief operating officer for the
National FFA Organization and the National
FFA Foundation since July 21, 2004.

Doug has garnered considerable experi-
ence in the industry of agriculture. He

Darlene Myers, Info Associal¢ served as communications manager for the

Ohio Farmers Grain and Supply Associa-
tion, and as executive director of the Ohio
Soybean Association, during which time he
carried out numerous education, public re-
lations and lobbying efforts.

Holding a Masters in Business Administra-
tion from Washington University, St. Louis,
MO., Doug brings solid business manage-
ment experience to FFA. He was em-
ployed by Edward Jones Investments head-
guartered in St. Louis for 7 years. He then
led the Van Wert office, where he was re-
sponsible for managing $265 million in as-
sets. We are thankful he will be returning
to share his message at our annual dinner.

The evening will begin at 5:30 p.m. with
Hors d'oeuvres and a cash bar. Music will
be provided. Dinner begins at 6:15 and will
include Chicken Marsala, Roasted Red
Skins, Green Beans Almondine, salad, and
dessert. The program begins at 7:00 p.m.
and concludes by 8:30 p.m. Seats are
$17.50 for individuals and $30 for couples.
Tables of eight are available at $120.
Please call the OSU Extension Economic
Development Office at 419-238-2999 to
secure a reservation by June 20.



