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A Finance Forum, held in February byrevolving loan programs. The progra
the Van Wert County Economic Develoffer financing for a variety of busines
opment Group, provided information toeeds at low interest rates for fixed
the business and financial communityterms. Almost 50 loans have been
on financing programs like Rocket Vewlosed for a total of approximately
tures, a new program that invests in  $2.25 million, creating over 200 jobs.
early-stage, high-growth technology Any new or existing business located
companies located in Northwest OhioVan Wert County is eligible to apply.
Grow Now, the revampe(
Ohio Dept. of Treasury A new tax credit, dis-
Linked Deposit program / covered since our Fi-
that gives small business _ nance Forum, is also
owners a three percent available to Van Wert
reduction on bank loan ROCKet entures companies. Companie

rates, was also presented, located in Van Wert are

in addition to local revolving loans anceligible for a federal income tax credit
SBA and 166 loan programs. All of of up to $2,400 for the first $6,000 in

these programs or incentives encouragrages paid to a newly hired employege.
business development and the creatidBmployees must be residents of either

of new jobs. Van Wert or Paulding county and be
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between the ages of 18-39 as of the date

There are many other resources availof hire. Employees must be certified

able for entrepreneurs and businessesising IRS Forum 8850 for the credit to

who want to grow, transition into new be used.
technologies, and find ways to improve
their bottom line. Locally, we are fortu-
nate to have a small business incubato _

program, the Innovation Center at Fox (|| ( )\/\/ Now
Rd., to provide space and assistance fa*—

startups or emerging businesses. One-
on-one counseling is available on-siteAdOne-Stop Action Team is also avai

Crowing Ohio Small Business. N

help businesses solve problems or to able locally to meet with businesses or

prepare for applying for financial assisentrepreneurs to answer questions about

tance. Gary Corcoran, retired from projects that involve various layers of
Central Insurance Companies, is Wrighdvernment or multiple programs. Fq

State University’'s new Business Enteiinformation on any of the business de
prise Center representative to providevelopment programs, or to schedule a

counseling services at the Center.  One-Stop Action Team meeting for
your project, call the Economic Devel

Van Wert county businesses also havepment Office at 419-238-2999. Alsc

access to two very active and growingsee web links for more information.
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Nathan Gillespie and Jason Dewitt have a lotlboisiness that is incorporating new technologies

will help our efforts to promote the county

within the region and introduce advanced tecldason received a

nologies to strengthen existing businesses.

Once again, the Van Wert

County Foundation has
provided a grant that

makes it possible to hire a
summer intern. The bene-
fits have been fantastic
and we truly appreciate
the Foundation’s support]

Nathan is a Communica-__Nathan Gillespie

offer the economic development or new strategies for success. He will also be
.. | efforts in Van Wert County. This revising and updating our web site to include

> summer, both are interns with thedownloadable docu-
;| Van Wert County Economic De-
velopment Group on projects thaffor ease of use.

ments and other tool

Bachelor of Science
in Economics at

Bowling Green Uni- |

versity and is cur-

rently pursuing a

doctorate in law at Jason DeWitt

OSU’s Moritz Col-

lege of Law. His interest, as a non-paid intern
with our office, is to investigate and cultivate
green technologies, especially where there are
applications for existing businesses. He has a
particular interest in exploring algae-based and

tions major combined with a Business minor dtio-product technologies. In beginning this
the University of Toledo. His goal is to work iexploration, we are participating in the Algae
the field of sports communications. This sum€oalition with partners including CleanFuelsO-
mer, he is interviewing companies and writinghio, Ohio Aerospace Institute and TechColum-
stories about them and what they are doing —bus. As Jason researches the possibilities, there
whether it be a new business, an expansion awil be much more to come on this initiative.

The Van Wert County Economic Develop-
ment Group is proud to announce that Lt.
Governor Fisher will be our keynote
speaker at the Economic Development An-
nual Dinner this year. The dinner will be
held on Tuesday, September 16th at Willow
Bend Country Club. As usual, there will
also be a special recognition for Enterprise
of the Year and Volunteer of the Year.

In addition to serving as Governor Ted
Strickland’s Lieutenant Governor, Fisher is
the Director of the Ohio Department of De-
velopment and leads the state’s efforts to
retain, attract and create jobs and grow
Ohio’s economy. He has more than 14
years of public service, serving as Ohio
Attorney General, State Senator and State
Representative. Lt. Governor Fisher has
also worked as private attorney, public
company board director and as a federal
appellate law clerk.

In September, 2007, Fisher led the Ohio
Business and Investment trip to Japan to
explore new investment opportunities in
Ohio by Japanese companies, as well as
avenues for export by Ohio companies.

Van Wert was represented on the trip,
along with delegates from 40 other public
and private organizations.

He will be speaking on international invest-
ment efforts in addition to the state’s eco-
nomic stimulus package and other initia-
tives underway to position the state in the
global marketplace.
He will also speak
to the Job Ready
Sites Grant Pro-
gram and why de-
velopment of sites
like the Van Wert

Super Site are a
priority for Ohio in
attracting new in-
vestment and jobs.

The event will begin
with a reception at 5:30, dinner and pro-
gram at 6:15, concluding at approximately
8:00 p.m. Dinner tickets are $25 for indi-
viduals and $45 for couples. Invitations for
this event will be sent in early August, but
you are welcome to RSVP at our office at
419-238-2999 anytime.



