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Where The Strength Of Oui People Provides Qpportunity For The Futuwre

Over the last five to ten years, renewable will only accelerate the speed of develop
energy development has proven to be a ment. With the massive infusion of research
boon to rural areas and small communitiedollars, there will be a diverse set of renew-
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% $ % throughout the western and mid-western able energy development options. As a r¢
& " United States. With the passage of the Ersult, rural areas such as Van Wert County
ergy Independence and Securi are conducting attraction pro-

Act of 2007, the research into grams in an effort to capture the
alternative energy sources an wealth-creating potential of rer
production of conventional an newable energy development

renewable biofuels will in-

crease. And now, the State o Just last week, the Ohio Air

Ohio has added incentives to
assist renewable energy proje
in getting started.

Quality Development Authority
unveiled the start-up of a $150
million Advanced Energy Job
- Stimulus package. Funds will
Rural areas and small towns (RS be divided between grants an
benefit from these types of pro= s loans and be awarded by a for
jects, which typically require a very large mal application and review process man-
investment and jobs that are higher payingged by OAQDA. The grants may range
! " technical positions. By their very nature, from approximately $50,000 to $250,000
# 0% many of these facilities are located in agribased on the size and scope of the entire
% & cultural areas, and this trend will no doubtproject and the jobs, investment and othe
continue. Van Wert County needs to be piapacts established by the guiding princi
pared for opportunities presented by alterpées. Examples of fundable projects in-
) * tive energy production. This type of eco- clude: advanced solid waste conversion
' nomic development project requires the stgehnology; fuel derived by solid waste;
port of the community. education projects aimed at small businesses
# (", using or seeking to use renewable energies;
« - . While renewable energy development is remd any technologies, products or activities
& ( a new phenomena, the pace of developmémdt reduce or support the reduction of en
( & ( has been swift and the new energy bill andrgy consumption or support the production
now assistance through the State of Ohiopf renewable energy.
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- : Thumbs Up! Van Wert Super Site Receives Maximu@anG

%' 2 /3 Thanks to property owners, including the Marsrelopment. Once the infrastructure has been
*2 Foundation, the Van Wert Super Site has re- completed, the site will become certified as a
ceived the maximum grant award of $5 millionJob Ready Site. While the site will be marketed
4, , & through the State Job Ready Sites (JRS) pro- aggressively with or without improvements,
gram. Property owners agreed to a 10 year opeing certified increases the likelihood that an
tion, one of the requirements of the JRS pro- end user will locate at the site. Thanks go to
gram, to assist the Community Improvement many more who have assisted with this project,
Corporation (CIC) in making application for thgarticularly Jon Rhoades, Brad Brown, and other
Lo grant. The CIC made application on behalf ofmembers of the CIC and Port Authority. Alsa,
I 7 the City of Van Wert who will contract out the thanks to Poggemeyer Design Group and utility
work to be done in getting the site ready for dgpartners including KNG Energy and AEP.
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Many thanks to Kevin and Barb Laing who

The delegation visited humerous businesses and

have been the organizers for Van Wert's Sisténstitutions including Braun Industries,

City program. Their efforts do not go unno-

Wellman Seeds, Vantage Career, the Library,

ticed! The recent visit from Sumoto City dele-Courthouse, Profit Farm and Gina Dairy. A
gates went very well and resulted in new relacarry-in dinner was held at the Elks Lodge. The

tionships being established

group enjoyed a traditional meal of

with members of the dele-
gation. Kevin and Barb

Laing have organized mul
tiple visits with our friends
from Japan. Their leader
ship in international rela-
tions is very beneficial for
community development.

Van Wert hosted nine dele
gates from Sumoto City o

-

beef and noodles by Balyeat's. The
finale was held at the Niswonger
Performing Arts Center and in-
cluded a performance by Kim Hoh-
man dancers and the Boys Choir.

The planning committee for the
visit included the Laing’s, Mayor
Ehmer, Commissioner Merkle,
Kate Gribble, Paul Hoverman,
Larry Lee, Andy Kleinschmidt, and

October & and 7' to sign 4
resolution renewing their

The Group at Braun IndustriesNancy Bowen. Connie Swander,

President of the Chamber of Com-

Sister city partnership. In 2005 delegates frormerce and owner of Swan Memorials created a
Goshiki-cho visited our area. This was the firgstonderful gift of a framed collage of pictures of
visit from Sumoto City, which merged with ouivan Wert institutions presented by Mayor Eh-

Goshiki-cho in 2006.

mer at the conclusion of the two-day visit.

The Entrepreneurship Fair, an event put on
at Vantage Career Center on November 1
by a collaboration including the OSU Exten-
sion Economic Development Advisory
Group, Van Wert Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Main Street Van Wert, WSU Busi-
ness Enterprise Center and the Van Wert
Innovation Center, definitely has the mak-
ings of an annual event. The event not only
attracted a fairly large number of partici-
pants, but was evaluated very highly by
those in attendance. “Very helpful and well
worth my time on a Saturday”, one partici-
pant commented. “This was wonderful! |
learned a lot”, said another.

Entrepreneurship is a very important strat-
egy in growing an economy, especially in
rural areas. The Fair gave participants an
opportunity to hear from local and regional
experts about what assistance is available
to entrepreneurs in starting or expanding
businesses. The Van Wert area is lucky to
have so many individuals and organizations
willing to help, including a Chapter of
SCORE, the Wright State University Enter-
prise Center with Gary Corcoran certified to
provide counseling services.

In addition, area professionals were on
hand to present on startup issues, answer
guestions and offer advice. Thanks to the

following individuals who offered their time
and expertise at the event: Gary Corcoran,
Julie Miller, Jon Heffner, Shaun Putnam, DJ
Muse, Ron Kremer, Bill Lawson, Jon Stol-
ler, Jon Rhoades, Denise Frey, Darlene
Myers, Greg Knudson, Justin Nigro, Myra

Moss, Karen Miller, Todd Strodtbeck, Dan
Custis, Charles Stein, JD Bruewer, Jim
Cowan, Jim Grant, Judy Sampson, Twyla &
Pete Hayes, Robb Krecklow, Rob Cornett,
Marci Martz, Jim Cowan, Jane Jones, Kate
Gribble, Stuart Jewitt and Staci Kaufman.

The event showcased local programs in-
cluding the Van Wert Innovation Center,
which opened in January, 2005, providing
space and assistance startup business.
The County and City loan programs are
critical to the success of small businesses,
offering at-risk financing in cooperation with
local banks to assist businesses either
within, or outside, the incubator walls.



